
 
 
 
  
 

 

SCHOOL-TO-HOME PRACTICE AND LEARNING 
Extension Activities for Grades 3-5 Scholars 

 
Directions:  In the event you finish the first two weeks of practice, please begin working on these extension activities.The 
following packet of activities is provided as practice.  Refreshing your memory of the concepts learned and keeping your 
mind engaged will help you hit the ground running upon returning to the classroom.  If you do a little each day, it will be 
done in no time.  We look forward to seeing you back in class!   
 

Activity Overview 
____  Read your IRLA books for 30 minutes each day. 
 
____  Record the titles, authors, and pages read in your reading log. 
 
____  Complete an assigned activity for each book read. 
 
____  Spend 30 minutes working on a performance task. It make take more than one day to complete. You may also choose an 
activity from the “Additional Activties” list. 
 
____  Complete the daily activity from the “Health. Moves. Mind” calendar 
 
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES – If you have technology available, the following websites provide online books and reading practice: 
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/ 
https://kids.scholastic.com/kids/home/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/ 
SBA Practice: https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml 

Online Extension for Math or Reading: iReady My Path  www.clever.fwps.org 

Username: ID#   Password:_______________________________ 

 
 

Weekly Extension Activities  
Reading: 30 minutes reading, 15 for answering questions – DAILY 
 
Directions:  Read for 30 minutes – either IRLA book or book of your choice.  

• Write down the title of what you read on your reading log (Appendix A)  
• Vocabulary Focus:  As you read, write down unknown words and try to determine their meaning from context clues. (directions in 

Appendix B) 
• Choose one question to answer about your reading each day (questions listed on reading log in appendix) 

Reading and Writing SBA Practice : 45 minutes  - DAILY 
 
Directions: Each week you will be showing what you understand about your reading by writing an essay that includes tex based 
evidence from the articles you read. The first two days you will be reading an article each day. After reading write a 2-sentence 
summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to use in your writing. The third day 
you will be putting your information together through prewriting and the last two days you will be writing an essay about the articles 
you read. Here is what you will be doing each of the five days each. 
 

https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/
https://kids.scholastic.com/kids/home/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
http://www.clever.fwps.org/


 
 
 
  
 

 

Day 1 – Read Source 1 (Appendix) 
After reading write a 2-sentence summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to 
use in your writing 
Day 2 – Read Source2 (Appendix) 
After reading write a 2-sentence summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to 
use in your writing  
Day3 – Prewriting 
Today, you will complete a prewrite. Review the graphic organizer for the structure of a multi paragraph essay. Review through your 
notes from the readings. What is the main idea or claim you want to make? What is the evidence you will use to support it? How will 
you explain how the evidence supports? You don’t have to write full sentences at this stage of the writing process. Just brainstorm 
ideas. Use any type of graphic organizer that works for you. Here are some examples: 

 
 
Day 4 – Drafting 
Today, you will complete your first draft of your essay. Remember, this is a first draft. Don’t worry about spelling or grammar just get 
your ideas down in an organized way. Write the body of your draft based on your prewrite with topic sentences for each of your 
supporting ideas followed by evidence and reasoning. Follow the structure from the 5 Paragraph Essay organizer (Appendix) to 
create your own graphic organizer. Make sure you include evidence (quotes) from each of the articles. Cite your quotes with the title 
of the article. Use transitions between your paragraphs. When you are finished your draft should include an introduction, body 
paragraphs and a conclusion. 
 
Day 5 – Revising, Editing and Publishing 
Today you will revise, edit and publish your draft from yesterday. Revising is the process of changing and improving your first draft. 
It's your opportunity to think about what you've written and then add, cut, or change it as needed. Add more details to your first draft.  
Add clear words, specific vocabulary and more description. Your goal is to make all of your ideas clear, detailed and complete.  
Then you will edit and publish your essay. Editing is checking your revised writing line by line for errors. Also proofread for errors in 
spelling and punctuation. When you are sure all of your writing is correct. Create your final draft of your writing. Use your very best 
handwriting or you may type and print your writing using a computer.   
 
HERE ARE THE TOPICS FOR EACH WEEK: 
 
WEEK 1: How to Protect Yourself from Disasters. 
Natural disasters: https://www.generationgenius.com/videolessons/natural-disasters-video-for-kids/ 
Source 1: Dangerous Dust Storm 
Source 2: Tornado Drill  
 
 
 

https://www.generationgenius.com/videolessons/natural-disasters-video-for-kids/


 
 
 
  
 

 

WEEK 2: How to Escape a Volcanic Eruption. 
Volcanoes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xtkys3-T-Y8 
Source 1: Fleeing Goma: Eruption in the Congo 
Source 2: Eruption! 
 
WEEK 3: Protecting Your Head When Playing Sports 
Protecting Your Head: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1I7Z5-OnxI 
Preventing Injuries in Cheerleading:  https://www.msnbc.com/today/watch/big-stunts-scary-falls-the-dangers-of-
cheerleading-44499523540 
Source 1: Cheerleading: The Most Dangerous Sport 
Source 2: Heads Up 
 
WEEK 4: Promote Recycling in Your School 
How Recycling Works: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlRVPum9cp4 
Source 1: Too Much Trash 
Source 2: A Ton of Trash 
 
 
Math: 45 minutes for both activities - DAILY 
 
Directions:  Select a page from the included work to complete either on this small copy or in a math journal or notebook paper.  
 
When your math page is complete, choose an activity to complete from the Additional Math Activities list.  

 
 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xtkys3-T-Y8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1I7Z5-OnxI
https://www.msnbc.com/today/watch/big-stunts-scary-falls-the-dangers-of-cheerleading-44499523540
https://www.msnbc.com/today/watch/big-stunts-scary-falls-the-dangers-of-cheerleading-44499523540
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlRVPum9cp4


 
 
 
  
 

 

APPENDIX A:  READING LOG, CONTEXT CLUES, QUESTIONS ABOUT READING 
 

Reading Log 
 

Keep track of your daily reading. Answer the daily work in your reading journal or on lined paper.  
Beginning page Ending page Title and Author 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

Reader Response Questions (choose one each day) 
Fiction Informational 

• Identify and describe the main character. Why is that 
character important to the story? 

• Summarize this story in the correct order of events. 
• Why is the setting important to the story? Why does the 

author use this setting? 
• Who is telling the story? How do you know? 

• Identify main idea and 3 key details 
• How is the text organized? 
• What’s the author’s viewpoint? 
• How do the text features help you understand the topic? 
• Summarize the information in a logical order 

 



 
 
 
  
 

 

 
APPENDIX C: READING FOR WRITING TASK #1 

 Source #1  A Dangerous Dust Storm 

One day in 2011, in Phoenix, Arizona, a woman was getting in her car, which was parked in her 
driveway. Suddenly, her husband ran out of the house. He was waving his arms and yelling. 

Without another word, the woman ran back in her house and shut the front door. The husband and 
wife stood at their front window. A few minutes later, the sky began to darken. And then, sand 
began to swirl around the house. Soon, sand and dust were everywhere, blowing all around the 
house. This lasted for almost an hour. 

The woman and her husband were watching an especially violent type of dust storm. A dust storm 
is a kind of storm where wind picks up clouds of sand and dust from the desert and blows them 
into the air. Phoenix is built in the middle of the Sonoran Desert. It gets several dust storms every 
year. Most of the dust storms are very small, but some of them are very big. A large, thick dust 
storm hit Phoenix in 2011. It was more than a mile tall and 50 miles wide. Severe dust storms can 
last for up to three hours. 

These dust storms happen in other areas too. Countries in the northern part of Africa can get very 
violent dust storms that last a long time. If this type of dust storm strikes near a farm, it can cover 
the farm with dust and sand. This means the farmer can no longer plant crops. Often the farm 
must be abandoned. 

Dust storms can be very dangerous. When a dust storm hits, it makes it difficult to see. If you are 
outside during a dust storm, you may not be able to see more than a few inches in front of you. 
When a dust storm is approaching Phoenix, the local weather stations start broadcasting warnings 
for people to get off the street. People are told to park their cars, so they don’t crash. Airplanes are 
not allowed to take off from or land at the Phoenix airport because the pilots cannot see well. 

The dust in a dust storm can also make people sick. Some of the dust can carry pesticides and 
toxins. People go inside during a dust storm so that they do not inhale the dust. People with pets, 
like dogs and cats and horses, also bring their animals inside so that they do not get sick. 

Weather forecasters are always trying to get better at predicting when a dust storm will happen. 
The sooner they know a dust storm is coming, the sooner they can warn people about it. The 
sooner people are warned about a dust storm, the more lives will be saved. This is because more 
people will be able to get to safety before the dust storm strikes. 

Paul Fisher and his family have lived in Arizona for more than 20 years. He can remember seeing 
many intense dust storms during that time. One time, he was out walking his dog, Jimbo, shortly 
after he had moved to Phoenix. As he was walking, he looked out at the desert and saw what 
looked like a big, dark wall. He stared at it for a few minutes. Suddenly, he realized what he was 
looking at. He grabbed Jimbo and ran back to the house. He was just able to get inside before the 
storm hit. 

“Once you’re in a [violent dust storm], you never forget it,” he said. “It’s like a thunderstorm, but 
instead of rain, all you can see is sand.”  

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

Source #2 The Tornado Drill 

The alarm went off again.  Jonas knew what to do this time. They all had to go out in the 
hall, sit next to each other, and curl up into a ball. This was in case there was a tornado. 
Jonas hadn’t understood how in the world going into the hall and curling up into a ball 
would help you if you got hit by a tornado. Then his teacher had told him that they went into 
the hall to be away from windows that might break during a tornado. Curling up was in case 
something fell on you. That’s why they put their hands over their neck, to protect it in case 
something sharp fell. 

Molly had just joined the class, and she sat next to Jonas. When the alarm went off, Molly 
hid under her desk. Jonas had to tell her to get out from under there and follow the class in 
the hall. 

It turned out to be a drill, just like last time. After a few minutes, all the students went back 
into their classroom and sat back down at their desks. After school, Jonas teased Molly 
about hiding under her desk when the alarm went off. “Scaredy cat!” he said.  Molly 
laughed at him. “I wasn’t scared,” she replied. Molly explained. She had moved to 
Oklahoma from California last week. In school in California, when the alarm went off, it was 
an earthquake drill, not a tornado drill. During the earthquake drill, you were supposed to 
hide under your desk. 

Kanisha overheard them. She told them she had just visited her cousins in Florida, and 
there they are more likely to face a hurricane instead of a tornado or an earthquake. One 
time the weather forecaster on the nightly news said that a hurricane had formed near 
Florida, and that the hurricane would probably impact the area. So school was closed 
completely the next day. 

There are other storms that can be predicted at least a day before they hit, and schools 
might close if severe weather were likely to impact the areas near the schools. Jonas had 
cousins in Minnesota. They told him that they had three days in a row with no school 
because it wouldn’t stop 
snowing. They had known 
about the snowstorm from a 
prediction by the weather 
forecaster the day before it 
started to snow. 

“Any storm is scary, but I 
think earthquakes and 
tornadoes are the scariest,” 
Molly said. “The weather 
forecaster can probably tell 
you if a hurricane or 
snowstorm will come. With earthquakes and tornadoes, you never know.”  

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

WRITING TASK # 1: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back 
to the sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
You are writing an informational essay about how to protect yourself from disasters. Your essay will be published on a 
saftey bulletin board at the community center. Your article will be read by students, teachers, and members of the 
community.  
 
Using more than source develop a main idea about protecting yourself and your family from disasters. Choose the most 
important infomration form the sources to support your main idea. Then, write an informational article that is several 
paragraphs long. Clearly organize your article ad suppor tyour main idea with details from the sources. Use your own words 
except when quoting directly from the sources. Be sure to give the source title or number when using details from the 
sources.  
 

Information Writing Checklist 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

READING FOR WRITING TASK #2 
Source #1 Fleeing Goma: Eruption in the Congo 

The volcano roared to life, sending lava and smoke high into the air. "First I thought 
it was thunder when the volcano started to spit the 
boiling lava. The town was covered with smoke, and 
we could hardly breathe," said one survivor. 

The volcano erupted in January 2002 near the city of 
Goma.  Goma is located in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, a country in Africa.  Lava poured through 
the city, burning everything in its path.  

As the lava and fires spread, people ran with whatever 
possessions they could carry.  Many people fled into 
the neighboring country of Rwanda.  Some children 
became separated from their families during the panic. 

Fire and Loss 

At least 40 people are believed to have died in the eruption.  About 50 others died 
later when hot lava caused a fuel tank to explode.  The lava also spilled into nearby 
Lake Kivu, poisoning the waters with deadly 
gases. 

Once the volcano stopped erupting, many 
people returned to the city. Others stayed away, 
fearing that the volcano would erupt again at 
any moment. 

Many who returned to the city described Goma 
as a ghost town. "Goma is finished. We have 
nothing here...and no chance of rebuilding," 
said one survivor.  Government officials say 
that about 10,000 families lost their homes 
because of the eruption. 

Relief for Goma 

The United Nations and the International Red Cross sent medical supplies, food, 
water, and clothing to Goma.  They also sent tents, blankets, cots, and building 
materials. 

Emergency workers helped lost children unite with their families. 

Notes: 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

Source #2 Eruption! 

Mexico's "Volcano of Fire" roars back to life. When will the next big explosion occur? 

The Colima (koh-LEE-mah) Volcano in Mexico has roared to life 
again. The 12,500-foot volcano is also called the "Volcano of 
Fire." Over the past few centuries, it has had several major 
eruptions. 

The Volcano of Fire is Mexico's most active volcano. It has 
erupted many times over the years. What scientists are most 
worried about is the next big eruption. The volcano has had huge 
eruptions about every hundred years. In the 20th century, there 
was one that took place in 1913. 

Scientists study the pattern of activity and compare it to data 
taken from the major eruption of 1913. Volcano experts can use 
their studies to predict a time period when there might be a large, 
explosive eruption. 

 

Living Near the Volcano  

The volcano is 20 miles north of the city of 
Colima. To make sure no one is in danger, 
officials created a safety zone around the 
volcano. People aren't allowed in that area. 

Scientists use special equipment to track 
changes within the volcano. "We're looking for clues of another large, explosive eruption," says 
Luhr. "That way, we can be prepared." 

How a Volcano Works 

Volcanoes are openings called vents on the surface of Earth. Volcanoes can be active (currently 
erupting or erupted not long ago), dormant (not currently active but likely to erupt someday), or 
extinct (unlikely to erupt again). 

Magma is hot, melted rock beneath the surface 
of the Earth. When magma erupts onto the 
surface of the Earth, it is called lava. Magma 
collects in chambers beneath Earth's surface. 
After pressure from gases in the magma builds 
up, the magma erupts out of volcanoes. 
Volcanoes let out gases, ash, steam, and lava.  

Notes: 

 



 
 
 
  
 

 

Writing Task #2 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back 
to the sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
Pretend you are a volcanologist (a scientist who studies volcanoes). You are writing a NARRATIVE essay about your 
experience studying volcanic eruptions including information about real volcanoes for a blog about science careers. You are 
studying a volcano and notice the signs that it will erupt soon. You are trying to evacuate yourself, equipment, and your 
research team. Write a story about how to escape. Find ways to use information and details from the sources to improve 
your story. (HINT: use dialogue) Make sure you develop characters, setting, plot and use details from the sources when 
appropriate. 

Narrative Writing Checklist 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

READING FOR WRITING TASK #3  
 Source #1  Cheerleading: The Most Dangerous Sport 

When you think of sports injuries, full contact sports 
like football probably come to mind. However, one 
of the most dangerous sports in terms of serious 
injury is not football, soccer, or basketball…it’s 
cheerleading. 

Cheerleading has become so much more than 
shouting encouraging phrases from the sidelines. Modern day cheerleading features 
amazing feats of gymnastics and flexibility along with dance and of course, stunts. A 
basket toss can send a cheerleader flying 20 feet in the air, only to land in the arms of her 
teammates, if everything goes right. It’s not hard to see how cheerleading can be 
dangerous. 

Most Common Injuries 

From 1980 to 2013, cheerleading injury rates went up 440 percent. Cheerleading injuries 
affect all areas of the body. The wrists, shoulders, ankles, head, and neck are most 
commonly injured. Sprains account for more than half of all cheerleading injuries. While 
ankle sprains are most common, sprains can also occur in the knees, wrists, neck and 
back. 

Concussions are also becoming increasingly more common in cheerleading. With more 
evidence of the damage head injuries like concussions can cause, there has now been a 
heightened awareness of cheerleading related injuries overall. 

Prevention 

Some of the causes for cheerleading injuries are lack of training (especially with stunts), 
lack of conditioning and that there is no protective gear for the sport. The best way to 
avoid injury is to prevent them from happening. 

Stunt restrictions 

It’s no surprise that stunting causes the most serious injuries in cheerleading. Stunting 
accounts for 42 to 60 percent of all cheerleading injuries. In addition, 96 percent of 
concussions and head injuries in cheerleading are caused by stunts. Without the proper 
training on how to toss and catch the flyer, along with practice, these injuries will continue 
to occur. 

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

Source #2 Heads Up! 

 

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

WRITING TASK # 1: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back 
to the sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
You are writing an opinion essay about how important it is to protect your head when playing sports. Your essay will 
be published on a saftey bulletin board at the community center. Your article will be read by students, teachers, football and 
cheerleading coaches and members of the community.  
 
Using more than source develop a main idea about how important it is to protect your head when playing sports. Choose 
the most important infomration form the sources to support your main idea. Then, write an opinion article that is several 
paragraphs long. Clearly organize your article and support your opinion with details from the sources. Use your own words 
except when quoting directly from the sources. Be sure to give the source title or number when using details from the 
sources.  

Opinion Writing Checklist 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

READING FOR WRITING TASK #4 
Source #1 Too Much Trash! 

More people are recycling 

What do bottles, cans, paper, and tires have in common? They all end up as garbage. 
In the late 2000s and early 2010s, each American threw away about 4½ pounds of 
trash every day. That adds up to more than 1,600 pounds per person in one year! 

Most of our trash ends up in landfills. Those are places where people dump trash. The 
rest of the trash gets recycled. When something is recycled, it is made into something 
new. 

Many people have been working to solve the trash problem. One plan is known as 
“zero waste.” Its goal is to teach people to make less trash. The plan is being used in 
schools, companies, national parks, and restaurants. Here are some ways that the 
plan is being put into action. 

Recycling Trash 

Some people sort their trash to see what can be 
recycled. Those items often include paper, glass, 
and certain plastics. Some towns also recycle tires 
and batteries. Taking items to recycling centers 
reduces the trash in landfills.  

 
Buying Recycled Products 
Many products are made from recycled materials. 
Clothes and bags can be made from recycled plastic bottles. Recycled plastic can 
also be made into lumber. Lumber is used for building things. 

 
Making Compost Piles 
Food scraps usually end up in the trash. But some 
people put the scraps into compost piles. Those are 
mixtures of plant and food scraps. Worms and bugs 
help break down the scraps. That turns into soil, which 
helps plants grow.  

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

Source #2 A Ton of Trash 
A group of fourth graders witnessed firsthand proof 
that one person's junk is another person's 
treasure. Weekly Reader joined the students on 
their visit to the Garbage Museum in Stratford, 
Connecticut, where a giant, multicolored dinosaur 
molded out of garbage towered above them.  
 
Trash-o-saurus was sculpted out of a ton of trash! 
That is equal to 2,000 pounds of garbage—the 
amount of trash each person, on average, threw 
away each year in the late 2000s. Philadelphia 
artist Leo Sewell scoured city dumps and 
created Trash-o-saurus out of old junk, from false 
teeth and license plates to toys, tires, and tennis 
rackets. 

"I think the dinosaur is one of the coolest things 
I've ever seen," said fourth grader Jahkwe Aquart 
from Park City Magnet School in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. His classmate Julie Pham, 9, agreed. 
"Instead of throwing away our garbage, we can reuse it." That is exactly the point. "The museum shows what 
happens to our trash, how we can reduce our trash, and what we can do instead of throwing our trash away," said 
museum director Sotoria Montanari. 
 
Garbage Trail 
  Americans created more garbage than ever before in the 2000s. In the early 1900s, most items were packed in 
containers that could be used again. In the 2000s, most of the food people bought, from cereal to milk, came in 
boxes and cartons that could be thrown away. 
  So what happens to trash after it is tossed out? Some trash ends up in landfills. In a landfill, garbage gets buried 
between layers of soil. Because many states have been running out of room for landfills, more and more garbage 
goes to waste-to-energy (or resource-recovery) plants. At these plants, garbage is burned and converted into 
electricity that people use to power their lights, TVs, and video games. 
 
The Three R’s 
Garbage is a form of solid waste. The Garbage Museum and its recycling plant, which are run by the Connecticut 
Resources Recovery Authority, provide visitors with ideas to cut down on solid waste. One way is to reduce, or make 
less, trash—by throwing away fewer napkins when you eat, for instance. Another way is to reuse, or find new uses 
for, old items. Paper bags, for example, can be reused to make book covers or wrap gifts. 
People also help decrease their solid wastes when they recycle. Recycling refers to putting old objects, such as 
glass, plastic bottles, newspapers, and aluminum cans through a special process so that they can be used again. 
Recycling has many benefits. Did you know that recycled plastic soft-drink bottles can be made into park benches, 
carpeting, and backpacks? The more people recycle, the less garbage ends up in landfills or waste-to-energy plants. 
Recycling also helps protect natural resources, or materials from Earth. To make an aluminum can from scratch, for 
example, the metal needs to be mined from the ground. That process harms the land and pollutes the air and water. 
Making aluminum cans from recycled cans uses 95 percent less energy and protects Earth's natural resources. In 
fact, the energy saved each year from recycled cans could light Washington, D.C., for nearly four years! 
As part of their visit, the fourth graders got a look at the museum's recycling center. Here, they discovered that 
one bale, or bundle, of recycled newspapers can save 17 trees! The message seems to have stuck with 9-year-old 
Arron Smith. "When you recycle, you save trees and animals' homes." 

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

WRITING TASK # 4: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back 
to the sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
You are writing an informational essay about recycling. Your essay will be published in the school newsletter to promote 
recycling in your school. Your article will be read by students, teachers, and families.  
 
Using more than one source, develop a main idea about recycling. Choose the most important infomration form the sources 
to support your main idea. Then, write an informational article that is several paragraphs long. Clearly organize your article 
and support your main idea with details from the sources. Use your own words except when quoting directly from the 
sources. Be sure to give the source title or number when using details from the sources 

INFORMATION WRITING CHECKLIST 
 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

APPENDIX D:  Writing Structure  
 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

APPENDIX E:  MATH ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

MATH PERFORMANCE TASKS  
 

 
  



 
 
 
  
 

 

MATH PERFORMANCE TASKS (Cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Math Performance Tasks From: 

 
 



 
 
 
  
 

 

ADDITIONAL MATH ACTIVITIES 
 
• Play a board game like: Monopoly, Checkers, or Connect Four 
• Play Yahtzee 
• Create a code using letters and numbers and write a message to someone. Give them the key and see if they can crack 

the code. 
• Play War (card game) 
• Skip count by 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, and 25 either out loud or by writing. 
• Make something where you need to measure ingredients (homemade Play-Doh, cookies, etc.) 
• Draw a picture and turn it into a dot-to-dot. Add numbers and see if someone else can fill it in. 
• Practice your multiplication facts using flash cards or by skip counting. 
• Find a measuring tool (like a ruler or tape measure) and record measurements of objects in your house (shelves, chairs, 

people) 
• When you’re shopping, add up all the totals and try to predict the total cost. Check your answer with the cashier. 
• Write a story problem using the numbers 15 and 7. Then write a different story problem using the same numbers, but a 

different operation. 
• Make an array using objects from around your house. See if someone else can figure out how many there are without 

counting. If they can’t think of a way to figure it out, show them a strategy. 
• Record the temperature each day and calculate the differences. Keep track of your data. How many days was it the 

same temperature? When was it coldest or warmest? Did it matter the time of day you checked the temperature? 
• Solve a puzzle 
• Have someone younger than you write down math problems for you to solve. 
• Find a partner. Have them use a calculator and ask you math problems. You do mental math, they use the calculator 

and see who can get the correct answer first! 
• Make a map of your house, yard, or neighborhood. Include a key so that it shows what each item is. 
• Using a calendar, figure out how many days are left in this year. Can you figure out a short cut so you don’t have to 

count every day? 
• Figure out how many hours of sleep you got last night. If you got that much sleep every night, how many hours would 

you sleep in a week? What about a month? 
• Build something with blocks. What’s the tallest tower you can make using only 20 blocks. How tall is it? Could you 

change your design and make it even taller? 

  



 
 
 
  
 

 

ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
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